
Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council 
Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Minutes 
 
Attending Council Members:  Tom Camel, Joe Chalupa, Mary Dalton, Joan Daly, 
Mary Dalton, Keith Foster, Bill Hodges, Suzanne Hopkins, Andy Hunthausen, 
Bob Jahner, Esther Kramer, Trent Lear, Melinda Mason, Dorothy McCartney, 
Michelle Miller, Jo Shipman, Geri Stewart, Lenore Stiffarm, Lou Thompson, Barb 
Varnum, Karen Ward, Patrick Wayne.  
 
Absent members excused: Sara Casey, Leslie Edgcomb. Jim FitzGerald, Gary 
Popiel, Gary Hamel.  
 
Guests & Staff: Marlene Disburg, Ellen Gartner, Dee Holley, MJ Fox, Kris Young, 
Vicky Varichak, Daniel Ladd, Dennis Cox, Marti Wangen.  
 
Welcome and Recognize New Members – Karen Ward, Vice Chair  
New members:  Tom Camel, Joe Chalupa, Bob Jahner, Melinda Mason, Geri 
Stewart, VR Rep – Barb Varnum (Tentative appointment) 
 
July Minutes Approved – FOSTER/Hodges 
 
DPHHS Public Information Officer - Jon Ebelt 
 
Jon Ebelt was asked to attend the Council meeting to discuss and guide the 
Council in ways the Council can keep activities and outcomes in front of the 
public and increase public awareness of mental health needs and individual and 
program successes in local communities.     
 
Discussion Points: 
• Council is attached to the Department; therefore there are some limitations. 

Council was created to make recommendations and communicate to and with 
the Department.   

• Because of number of Councils and Boards the Information Officer cannot 
take on responsibility of promoting or writing editorials/articles for 
Council/Board activities. 

• Approval of ‘news worthy’ articles would have to come from Department. 
• Ways to promote activities include website; newsletters; human interest 

stories  
• Jon can use MHOAC members as resource for reporters looking for ‘expert’ 

information on mental health issues.   
• Council will need to develop protocol for this process.   
• Council can correspond to the Department in a formal way and will receive 

response; Department requests the Council always attach Department’s 
response to Council correspondence prior to any distribution or public 
discussion.   
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• Ensuring Council or Department are not misrepresented can be 
accomplished, in part, through relationship building with media venues.   

• Jon willing to provide list of media venues. 
• It is the role of Advocacy Committee to get information out.   
• Immediate press release on what accomplishes at this meeting 
 
Motion for Council protocol for media presentations:   
 

• Step 1:  Council would vote on what include in press release for public 
distribution. 

• Step 2:  Chair of the Council would designate who would write the news 
item and approve before distribution.  SHIPMAN/Stiffarm  

 
Pharmacists Mental Health Initiative - Dee Holley, Pharmacist and Mental Health 
Advocate – Report Attached 
 
HRD Update – Mary Dalton  
 
Discussion Points:   
 
• Overview of HRD and Children’s Mental Health Bureau provided 
• Majority of Children’s Mental Health services covered with Medicaid funding. 
• Pledge by Governor to cover base budget 
• Healthy Montana Kids Initiative – raise eligibility to 250% of poverty – will be 

on November ballot  (Measure Passed).   
• Provider rate increase supported by Governor’s Office. 
• Information on “Wrap-Around” Training provided.  Wrap-Around services is 

how HRD is doing business.  Wrap-Around services are family centered and 
strength based.   

• System of Care Grant (SOC) in last years.  HRD will request funding for SOC 
during 2009 Legislative Session.  HRD has limited funding in base budget.   

• Consider discussion of process for MHOAC interaction with SOC and Kids 
Management Authorities during transition for youth to adult services.  

• Involvement of foster care and developmental disabilities system would help 
facilitate changes.  

• HRD in midst of newsletter development  
• HRD will be developing a Request For Information, in collaboration with 

Department of Corrections.  The RFI process is to help explore ways to keep 
kids in Montana.  HRD considering contracting with a private agency to bring 
a Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility to Montana that will treat children 
that may be refused by other facilities in Montana.  HRD has applied for a 
PRTF Waiver from CMS.   

• Youth with mental illness often end up in Pine Hills, or Riverside, facilities 
aligned to the Department of Corrections.   
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AMDD Update – Lou Thompson, Administrator – See Attached Report 
 
 
Suicide Prevention Plan and Progress, Karl Rosston – See Attached Report 
(Karl’s emal:  krosston@mt.gov)  
 
Children and Family Services Division Overview – Shirley Brown, Administrator – 
See Attached  
 
Block Grant – Final Document, Trent Lear 
 
• SAMHSA  review in October  
• Current block grant more closely aligned to what actually occurring 
• Children’s participation in process is increasing  
• Legislative Summit at least every two years helps frame work of Council 
• Block Grant is fundamental reason why Council exists  
• Although small portion of overall AMDD budget – the Block Grant guides the 

AMDD $200+M budget.   
• Will continue to work on process to include Block Grant Committee in 

updates, addressing challenges and providing on-going feedback. 
 
Updates:  72-Hour Program – Lou Thompson   
 
• 819 individuals served  first six months:  1/3 in hospital – 2/3 in crisis setting  
• 63 denied eligibility – found to have Medicaid or did not meet clinical criteria  
• Challenges of implementation:  Computer systems, eligibility, staff hiring  
• Program is beginning to stabilize. Administrative Rules being developed.  

AMDD is not taking additional suggestions for changes.    
 
Residency Program – Joan Daly  - an update will be provided in future 
 
 
 
  


